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earl's honour and probity, and his' friendship for the
Chevaliere, he discharged a part only of her debts, and
without first asking her consent, kept 3,OOQ/. for his own
private use, undoubtedly with the intention of returning
the money, D'Eon having asked him to settle with her
creditors, and especially with Mr. Duval, the King's
jeweller, who had advanced several sums during the
Chevaliere's law-suits and distresses in London. Being
urged to satisfy these claims, his lordship acknowledged
that he had applied 3,OOOL towards completing the
furniture of his seat,1 the working of a lead-mine, and
of a lime-pit in his park of Staunton Harold, which had
since produced an income of 600/. Being dissatisfied
with this employment of her money, D'Eon wrote from
London to entreat that upon his lordship's return to
town, he would afford to herself and to her creditors
some security for the speedy reimbursement of the
money. Lord Ferrers replied in three separate letters.

< Staunton Harold, December 24,1775.

c I have so much business to settle here that if I am not
obliged to go to London on account of the Duchess of Kingston's
trial,21 think I shall not come there before the month of May;
and it being requisite for you to have some voucher to produce
for the money you have in my hands, in case anything should
happen to me, you will be pleased to let me know your Christian
name, in order that I may send you by the stage a bond for the
sum due to you, which bond will bear an interest of five per
cent. And having been disappointed with respect to a sum of
money which was to be paid to me last month for an estate
sold for the purpose of settling my affairs, I should take it as a
particular favour of yon to leave this money in my hands for
one year at the above-mentioned interest. It is all the same to

1 Earl Ferrers had rebuilt the mansion of Staunton Harold according-
to a plan of his own, and lived to see it nearly finished,
* This lady was put upon her trial for bigamy.ttle was fought between Keppel and d'Orvilliers off
